42                        Buddhism

induce in them the emancipated state of mind essen-
tial to a calm pursuit of the higher life; they held it
impossible to stir men up to the ardent and earnest
and hopeful struggle after a perfect life here and
now, in this world, so long as they were still ham-
pered, and all their virtue tarnished, by a foolish
craving (that could never be satisfied, and would be a
disaster if it could be) for an eternal future life in
Heaven.

It must remain an open question how far this
position is really negative. It is a matter to a great
extent of degree. The rival theories are occupied,
to the virtual exclusion of other matters, predomi-
nantly with questions of soul. Buddhism says that
any real advance in ethical theory, and also in the
practical conduct of life, really begins only when the
delusions about the soul have been fully, and freely,
and finally renounced. The rival theories purport
to explain the origin and end of all things. Bud-
dhism declares that everything has a cause ; and that
it is not only a sufficient, it is the only true, method,
to argue from one cause back to the next, and so on,
without any hope or even desire to explain the ulti-
mate cause of all things. The most famous Bud-
dhist stanza found engraved on ten thousand votive
gifts to Buddhist shrines in India, says, that,